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A number of years ago now, when I was 21, I was housesitting over Easter. I
watched The Passion of Christ on Good Friday. Through watching it and
thinking about music (as I was want to do at the time, studying Classical
Music), I realised that there weren’t many compositions that explored this
idea of the Stations of the Cross. While there are many examples of pieces
relating to Easter, such as Bach’s St Matthew Passion or St John Passion, I
couldn’t think of any that actually combine the story as found in the Stations
of the Cross. Part of the reason is probably because many versions of the
Stations of the Cross include extra-biblical material – that is, parts that have
been accepted into the stations through tradition and weren’t biblical. So, I
decided that I would start writing a piece based upon the Stations of the
Cross.
First, I found a version of The Stations of the Cross to follow, which was the
one that Pope John Paul II followed in 1991, which I chose because the 14
stations were based on passages from the bible narratives. Of the 14
passages, there’s 3 from Matthew, 3 from Mark, 5 from Luke, and 3 from
John. I decided to write for String Quartet and Narration, mainly because I
knew how to write for strings, and would be able to utilise the colours and
effects effectively to evoke the text. In terms of overall arrangement, I
decided that it would work best in 4 movements – the first covering the first
6 stations, then the second with stations 7 to 9, the third with stations 10 to
12, and the final movement with stations 13 and 14.

BEN CLAPTON

Movement 1
Station One – Jesus in the Garden

Mt 26:36-41
36

Then Jesus came with them to a garden called Gethsemane, and he
said to his disciples, “Sit down here while I go and pray over
there.” 37Taking with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, he began
to show signs of sadness and deep distress of mind. 38“I am sad at
heart,” he said, “sad even to death; wait here and watch with
me.” 39Going on a little further, he threw himself on his face in
prayer. “My Father,” he said, “if it is possible, let me be spared this
cup; only, not as I will, but as you will.” 40Then he came to his disciples,
and found them asleep. “What!” he said to Peter, “could none of you
watch with me for one hour? 41Watch and pray so that you don’t fall
into temptation.

Station Two – Jesus is Betrayed by Judas

Mk 14:43-46
43

And just then, while he was still speaking, Judas, who was one of the
Twelve, came up; and with him a crowd of people, with swords and
clubs, sent by the chief priests, the teachers of the Law, and the
elders. 44Now the betrayer had arranged a signal with them. “The man
whom I kiss,” he had said, “will be the one; arrest him and take him
away safely.” 45As soon as Judas came, he went up to Jesus at once,
and said, “Rabbi!” and kissed him. 46Then the men seized Jesus and
arrested him.

Station Three – Jesus is Condemned in
the Sanhedrin

Lk 22:66-71
66

At daybreak the assembly of the elders of the people met – both the
chief priests and the teachers of the Law – and took Jesus before their
High Council. 67“If you are the Christ,” they said, “tell us so.”
“If I tell you,” replied Jesus, “you will not believe me; 68and, if I
question you, you will not answer. 69But from this hour the Son of Man
will be seated on the right hand of God Almighty.”
70

“Are you, then, the Son of God?” they all asked. “It is true,” answered
Jesus, “I am.” 71At this they exclaimed, “Why do we want any more
evidence? We have heard it ourselves from his own lips!”

Station Four – Peter Denies Jesus

Mt 26:69-75
69

Peter, meanwhile, was sitting outside in the courtyard; and a
maidservant came up to him, and exclaimed, “Why, you were with
Jesus the Galilean!” 70But Peter denied it before them all. “I do not
know what you mean,” he replied. 71When he had gone out into the
gateway, another maid saw him, and said to those who were there,
“This man was with Jesus of Nazareth!” 72Again he denied it with an
oath, “I do not know the man!” 73But soon afterward those who were
standing by came up and said to Peter, “You also are certainly one of
them; why, even your way of speaking proves it!” 74Then Peter said, “I
swear that I do not know the man! May God punish me if I am lying!”
At that moment a cock crowed; 75and Peter remembered the words
which Jesus had said – ‘Before a cock has crowed, you will disown me
three times’; and he went outside and wept bitterly.

Station Five – Jesus is Judged by Pilate

Mk 15:1-5, 15
1

As soon as it was daylight, the chief priests, after holding a
consultation with elders and teachers of the Law – that is to say, the
whole High Council – put Jesus in chains, and took him away, and gave
him up to Pilate. 2“Are you the king of the Jews?” asked Pilate. “It is
true,” replied Jesus. 3Then the chief priests brought a number of
charges against him. 4So Pilate questioned Jesus again. “Have you no
reply to make?” he asked. “Listen, how many charges they are bringing
against you.” 5But Jesus still made no reply whatever; at which Pilate
was astonished.
15

And Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas to them,
and, after scourging Jesus, gave him up to be crucified.

Station Six – Jesus is Scourged

Jn 19:1-3
1

After that, Pilate had Jesus scourged. 2The soldiers made a crown with
some thorns and put it on his head and threw a purple robe around
him. 3They kept coming up to him and saying, “Long live the king of the
Jews!” and they gave him blow after blow with their hands.

Movement 2
Station Seven – Jesus Bears his Cross

Jn 19:6, 15-17
6

When the chief priests and the guards saw him, they shouted, “Crucify
him! Crucify him!”
“Take him yourselves and crucify him,” said Pilate. “For my part, I find
nothing with which he can be charged.”
15

At that the people shouted, “Kill him! Kill him! Crucify him!”

“What! Should I crucify your king?” exclaimed Pilate. “We have no king
but the Emperor,” replied the chief priests; 16so Pilate gave Jesus up to
them to be crucified.
So they took Jesus; 17and he went out, carrying his cross himself, to the
place which is named from a skull, or, in Hebrew, Golgotha.

Station Eight – Simon is Compelled to
Carry the Cross

Mk 15:21
21

They led Jesus out to crucify him; and they compelled a passer-by,
Simon from Cyrene, who was on his way in from the country, the
father of Alexander and Rufus, to go with them to carry his cross.

Station Nine – Jesus Meets the Women
of Jerusalem

Lk 23:27-31
27

There was a great crowd of people following him, many being
women who were beating their breasts and wailing for him. 28So Jesus
turned and said to them, “Women of Jerusalem, do not weep for me,
but weep for yourselves and for your children. 29A time, I tell you, is
coming, when it will be said – ‘Happy are the women who are barren,
and those who have never borne children or nursed them!’ 30At that
time people will begin to say to the mountains ‘Fall on us,’ and to the
hills ‘Cover us.’ 31If what you see is done while the tree is green, what
will happen when it is dry?”

Movement 3
Station Ten – Jesus is Crucified

Lk 23:33-34
33

When they had reached the place called ‘The Skull,’ there they
crucified Jesus and the criminals, one on the right, and one on the
left. 34Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; they do not know what
they are doing.”

Station Eleven – Jesus Promises the
Kingdom of God to the Good Thief

Lk 23:39-42
39

One of the criminals who were hanging beside Jesus railed at him.
“Aren’t you the Christ? Save yourself and us,” he said. 40But the other
rebuked him. “Haven’t you,” he said, “any fear of God, now that you
are under the same sentence? 41And we justly so, for we are only
reaping our deserts, but this man has not done anything
wrong. 42Jesus,” he went on, “do not forget me when you have come
to your kingdom.”

Station Twelve – Jesus Speaks to his
mother and to John

Jn 19:25-27
25

Meanwhile near the cross of Jesus were standing his mother and his
mother’s sister, as well as Mary the wife of Clopas and Mary of
Magdala. 26When Jesus saw his mother, and the disciple whom he
loved, standing near, he said to his mother, “There is your son.” 27Then
he said to that disciple, “There is your mother.” And from that very
hour the disciple took her to live in his house.

Movement 4
Station Thirteen – Jesus Dies

Lk 23:44-46
44

It was nearly midday, when a darkness came over the whole country,
lasting until three in the afternoon, 45the sun being eclipsed; and the
Temple curtain was torn down the middle. 46Then Jesus, with a loud
cry, said, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.” And with these
words he expired.

Station Fourteen – Jesus is Placed in the
Tomb

Mt 27:57-60
57

When evening had fallen, there came a rich man from Arimathea,
named Joseph, who had himself become a disciple of Jesus. 58He went
to see Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Pilate ordered it to be
given him. 59So Joseph took the body, and wrapped it in a clean linen
sheet, 60and laid it in his newly made tomb which he had cut in the
rock; and, before he left, he rolled a great stone against the entrance
of the tomb.
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